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| HE be the following "pike ws Mm p 
Latin about * year I $40, by Vida, | bilkop of Albs, 
one of che principal ornaments of o 8 age bf po poge-l Leo the 

teitth. His Poems, all of w w | Are in We Ten language, 


Si13 SUES Of 1 I mig 38d! oon * 15 
are 5 and ſome of them much ac ured : But in | 12 
7 HR * 5 * 


T4 y 


hows 2 us. But ir in we "this e to 0 
great 2 degree, as in the Poem pee Cheſs, in which the ex- 
preſſions, and even the compleat lines which are transferred 
from Virgil, form nouinconſiderable part of the Piece!« If 
conſidered ſeparately from this objection, it ſtands at the 
head of all Vida's Performarſtes, and exhibits a perfect model 


of Mock-heroic poetry. The Invention which is diſplayed 


through the whole conduct of the Game, the eaſe with which 
the moſt intricate deſcriptions are finiſhed, together with that 
ſcrious and impoſing air, which is ſpread over every circum- 


ſtance, has raiſed this poem very high in the eſtimation of 


the moſt judicious Critics. 


A 2 With 


„ 

With reſpect to the Tranſlation here offered to the Public, 
T believe it is the firſt which has appeared in our Ianguage. 
Vida's Poetics have already been tranſlated by a maſterly hand, 
and it ſeems rather ſingular that this Poem upon Cheſs has 
not had the ſame advantage. I remember indeed to have ſeen 
a ſpecimen | of a Tranſlation. of it, in one of the HT 


21 I 1 44% LI 


Magazines, which were publiſhed about twenty years agoZ it 
was carried on o far as the 8 zd une of the following, 1 Tran- 


_— 


>ct . üs TORIETIO. -: 
ation. But as my + were then otherwiſe engaged, 
| | 114 2113 


and as fince that time I have not been able to procure the 
book, orto recolleRt preciſely in what year it was publiſhed, 


* — +13, 


I can give 80 f account.of it or its Author. That the Engl riſh 
aft 4 2 — 2 
Reader may 


9 * 


which, the 
1 a claſſical light, is the abjett o of 


the preſent performance. 
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1 bing the hacks of avi desde = 
Armies af ivory, and mock campaign; by Nala & 


How two bold Kings in different armour weird, 0 tf 
one black, one white, for conqueſt ſought the field, 
To you, ye nymphs of Seriur flood, belong Wen” 3 
Such mighty deeds ab yet unknown. to ſong ; 

No path to guide me, and no light to cheer, 
Still to preſs on with eager fteps I dare, 
By youthfut ardor fir d; nor you diſdain, 


Immortal virgins, thro' the dreary ſcene o 10 


To guide your vent rous bard, for none ſo well 
The various beauties of this art can tell; 


5 
: a f 
( s by 
: You by th' Italian ſhore firſt taught the game, 
1 And fix d for aye your ſiſter Scacchis' name. 
| Far to the ſouth beneath the burning zone, | 15 
; | Jove and his vaſſal Deities were gone, bi W_ * 
il | Old Oeden's gueſtsFfor on thilGod's reqlidt J 
Fair Earth had ſmil'd, and this the bridal feaſt, j 
The feſtive day with jollity i is crown'd, 
And Ethiopia u-Hrores-Uretr würehr refund — 20 
Soon as the rage of appetite was paſt, 
And all roſe ſated from the rich repaſt, N 
With ſome unlockid Wi port che Faker fought! it ga! 1 [ 
To pleaſe his gueſts: #"Thequer'd'Square he ay + eoitttt A, | | 
Eight lines are drawn erect from either ſide; :* £20 ov! 7: 45 
And into equal parts the Boatll divide; 97:0) otto 42 a "1 
Each part the ſame in forth, in ſtze châ qa, TS : 
And eight times eight compleat the vondrons framk zn 
Their colours change in regular array, int $5595 03 duꝗ 07! 
And like the tortoiſe' hack alternate hues diſplag. 30 
Then to the wond ring Gods thus ſpake the sip; = 
This field for battle and this camp admire. Y 4 
Where two contending Kings their heſts engage; 
. And mimic heroes fight with mimic rage 
: 9 271 Such 
* 4 


N 
Such ſports employ the daughtete of the de nb . 33 
When Ocean ſmooths his hed, and tempeſts-dleep.: 1 £11 A 


But ſee the warrior which the feld don 
He ſpake; and pour d from gut th inverted urn. 
His iv ry troopss ike pygmy.chiefs they ſtand. 
They ſeem to breathe, and ore. the-worknien's hand. gy" 
'Two equal bands engage the wand xing fight. 6403 Mett oT 
Twice eight are cloath d ĩn black, an adde in White- 
But not to all one ame or form is gien. 
Their office diff rent, and their; po ex m— 
Two Kings with crowns above the Feſt. are "Hig 2 8 
To each for arms prepar'd his warrior Queen: | 
With arrows ſome, and ſome on th | 1 
The combat ; ſome on. fadt expect che war: ade table nl 
And many an Indian Elephant appears. 
Each on his back @ frowning caſtle bears. 
At once they place the combatants aright, uigetd ud N 
And either hoſt is mar{halt'd for the t. 


ee 


Where the laſt rank conſines the chequer d board. 
On the fourth ſquare abides the battle 8 Lord. 
His royal Peer upon the farther Gs 


Securely fronts. the foe ; ;-ſix ſquares divide wg 


; . 

Their diſtant pane 9. 2210}, dag2 
A ſable ſeat, on White the ſabhle ſtands. 1100 2 £18920 a x 
Cloſe beſide either King; his guardian Queen 
Each on the color of herſelf; is enn 660 
One guards the left, and one defende the tight. 
The black on black abides, the white on white. 
To theſe two And cloatiid in white ſucteed . 
Two more in ſable to the plain proceed: 
The foremoſt honors of the field they claim, 2700 3 6 5 
And Friends to Mars in Greek their honor d name 
By theſe at once ineles d- on either de: 

Securely ſtand the Monarch and his Bride 
Next theſe, two Knights on horſeback join the band, : * 
In golden veſts on: either ſide they ftandj® © 15> So. 1 
Plumes on their head, and lances in their hand. | 


To dank both acme oh) What rid d 8 
Each by an Elephant is born along 
Eight Pawns are rang d along the <A Tf 19:2 er 


= And form the battle's oat on foot as Join,” cr vd 4 
: I we. 11 18 y+ 9 244 7 1 5 | 


8 
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® Tavo AS bn reaſon 1 vida to give he x name of Archers to 
theſe Pieces, I know not. ſt is faid, dat die original Piece was an Elephani, 'The 
Engliſh call it a Biſhop, me te Finch as Fog, 
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” firſt, the boldeſt, in the dangerous fray,: 


And part the King; and part tlie Queen obey. 
such were the ers W eee 9717 wil 


While gleam'd their "Aifferent acroſt the field. 

As if the Gauls ſhould leave fair Europe d coat, 40” 

And lead their n 

'Gainſt Afric's ſun-burnt troops, the duſky. Moors viz iT . 

Or Memnon's ſable ſons, on Ethiopia s ſhore., ; e 
55 Then thus the hoary Father of ads % A tio a (4 

Theſe are the combatants, and chis the plain. a | 

Attend, while yet the laws of War ore taught. 8 tis. 3 

Not without laws theſe mimic fields are — 1 

Each King whome'er he wills to battle ſends; - -- 


By turns this right they claim; the white defends, 
Whene er a ſable chief has aim d a blow, 
Nor more than one at once attack the foe. is 


All to a man unite in one deſign, _ 
The hoſtile King amid them to. confine ; 


For ſhould no ſeat remain from danger free : 
Thus ends the war, and this the victory. = 95 
Meanwhile not leſs. the work of death proceeds, 
Where'er the King commands, the battle bleeds. . 
ns ee The 


EE irene Levine = en Drege ernorenc „„ <a Gre Ääñ—ͤ——Ü— 


_— 


And thin'd with frequent deatii each loſt appesrs. ug bn f 


( ro )) 
The checquer'd plain a leſſning number bear. 


By turns they kill} Mien die; otother wan. 100 


| To find the fenceleſs King an eaſy: prey. 1214 Þ Hits 


Whatever chief has 141d his foo in duft 1c 1! "17 
Muſt ſeize with dewleſg ftep the vacunt poſt:: 


| There wait the next attack; and there maintain 


His well amd cothiftleſt from 1 ; 1009 
Then ſeck for ſhelter mid bis joyful Friends,, 


. ana 1 
Of all the warring Heft, fo hit#their fate, 
The Pawns, when once advanc'd; can ncer retreat. 
Not by one rule does each his armor wietd, e 116% 46 
And all in different paces walk the field. 0 
Direct, in front the ſteady Pawns come on, A.- et. V 
They paſs at ſingle ſtep one ſquate alone: Wisi 3 in 185! 
Yet when at firſt they move againft the foe, 


Jo paſs two ſquares at once the laws allow. - - 1 


When hand to hand ſome- fatal blow they ſtrike, 
The weapon enters from an aim oblique: 9. 
Nor death nor woufids when front to front Walk fear, ul 


The fide alone unattn'd receives the ſpear. 
Not 


Wer 


„ 


' 


Not thus the Indian monſters move along. 11120 


When girt with tow re.: they j eim the battle's thren g: 
Onward they march in front, retreat behind. 
The right, the left they traverſt unconün d; 1 

Oer all the vacant field ſceum they g NAD 6 „Ai wot 
Yet ſtill they front the table as auteaoſt ü - 7. 11 * 
For ne er with pace oblique they Loon che plain, u n 204 
Such pow'r the Bowmen only cen maintain: 
Theſe above all the reſt by Mars belov'd,” / 


Acroſs the board with eee arqmor'ds'/ : -: - 
Skill'd in the twanging bow th 130 


Nor this can move from black; or thay from white; 
What tho he paſs the field with fingle bound. 

Ne'er from one color ſhall the chief be found. 
Scarce by his Knight the fiery ſteed repreſt. 


Bounds from the earth and high o erleaps the reſt: . 35 


The laws of war preſcribe his utmoſt flight. 
To paſs two ſquares and-on the third alight. 
His wayward courſe no even path confines, 


Where'er he moves, he moves in curving lines; 718 
For if a ſable poſt the chief contain, 231111 1 00 
A white he ſeeks, wheneer he moves again; 

B 2 
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612) 
oft as with dire intent Aas Beat he leaves, 
So oft a ſquare of differeni hue receives. 
Wherever danger calls,"che'raging" Oasen, 


The battle s main ſupport at ones id ſeen; ' > -: 


Now like a Caſtle o'er the keld ius biet. 


* —ĩůjůů 1 


But ſtill an even line'confines her fue. 


The Horſeman n | 


No bounds thro all th: affrighted hoſt ſhe * | 
Far as the table's length at onee ſhe goes 
When free — — 77 ail 
And none of either hoſt her paſſlige ftay; 

For not the Queen herſelf oterleaps the croud, 
The Knight alone ſuch licence is allowed. 


The cautious King moves on with tardy care, 


His people's truſt; the bulwark of the war: 
While yet they fight beneathe their Monarch's wag 
All ſtand reſolv'd to conquer or to die; | 
Should fate demand his life, the conteſt ends, 


On him the fortune of the war depends. 
For this they guard their King with anxious zeal, 
And midſt the thickeſt of their troops conceal : 


150 


155 


For 


& A 38) 
For him by danger preſt, not death they ſhun, 
And for their monarch's life reſign their own. 
"Tis not for him to join the warring, hoſt, 
Enough in ſafety to preſerve his-poſt ; 


Yet ſhould ſome ventrous chief an inſult . 
He feels quick vengeance from the monarch's ſpear. 


With ſilent pace he ſteals his eaſy way, 


Nor dares at diſtance from his line to ſtray. 


When firſt he moves two ſquares he paſſes o'er, 
And ſeeks protection from his friendly..'Tow'r.:-. 


Or when he ſeeks the foe, or tries to ſhun. 5 
Such laws of old have o'er this game prevail d. 


Now: ſee both eager hoſts diſpute the field. 

So ſpake the Sire; but Jove, who knew before, 
When war imbrues the earth with human gore, 
That een Olympus rings with fierce alarms, 


And ſcarce the Gods themſelves refrain from arms, : 


Forbids e. erwhile to join. in mortal fray, 


Hard fate be his, who dares to diſobey. 


Then call'd Apollo, and. fair Maia's fon. 


In youth and beauty 'bove the reſt. they ſhone :: 


170 


125 


r a 
Not yet to Hermes were his ſandals givin; | | 
| * Not yet the winged Meſſenger of Hear mn 
Nor young Apollo thro the torrid zone, 
_ Had urg d the fiery courſers of the ſun 
| His poliſh'd quiver oer his back was ſlung. 190 
With decent grace the golden trefſes hung. 
Theſe two the mimic war alone to guide, 
And choſe, as fancy leads, their fav'rite fide, | 
The God commands,” whoſe mandate rules the ſkits, 
Then nam'd a rich reward the victor's prige. 193 
The greater Gods ſit don; on either hand EE 
The leſſer Deities promiſcuous ftand.” | 
But firſt one common law ſhall rule the board, 
That none to either part their aid afford, 


Whether by ſecret looks or open word. 
At length with equal chance the lots they throw, | 
Who firſt ſhould march againſt th' embattled foe: 
The ſnowy King obtains the wiſh'd for lot, | OS. f 
No mean advantage this ſucceſs he thought. b 

Now paus'd Apollo, while with doubtful fear, 2og f 
| He thought which hero ſhould commence the war. 


( i) 
At length reſolw d, he bids a Pawn begin, 


That Pawn, which guards. in front the impatient Queen. 


TW ] ⁊ ſquares he paſt; his progreſs to oppole, 
An equal chief the ſable Monarch choſe; 

From the ſame line the daring foe to ſtay, 

The adverſe Pawn advanc'd, and block'd the way. 
Thus on the middle of the plain they ſtood, 
With thirſty rage each ſought the other's blood ; 
But front to front in vain their arts are tried, 
Nor death nor conqueſt either can betide. 

swift from both hoſts advance the bold n 
And ready aid on either hand appears ; 

By turns from either camp the field they gain,. 
And every paſs with fixt reſolve maintain. 
But none as yet the deathful fray begin; 

The God of battle walks the ranks. between; 


Nor yet unſheaths his ſword they guard with care 


Againſt the foe's attack, nor venture far. 
This ſaw with reſtleſs rage-the ſable Pawn, 

The chief who foremoſt led the battle on: 

His rapid falchion amd a ſidelong blow, | 


And laid a. white unguarded warrior low. 


210 


215 


220 


225 


Swift 


3 
ens r . — 
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K. WF. 


Swift to the vacant poſt the victor flies, . 


Falling he quits the growing fight and dies. 
Now from his poſt removes the fable King, 
And leaves the center for the ſafer wing; 
Conceal'd he ſtands behind his guardian Tow'r, 


And death and danger o'er the table ſpread. | 

Before the reſt (ſince theirs the foremoſt ſeat, LOR 240 
And cruel fate forbids them to retreat) | 

The Pawns, unhappy chiefs, are ſtrew d around; 

The work of death begins; the rapid hoofs reſound. 

While thus Apollo bends his whole deſign, 
To fill with flaughter'd Pawns the foremoſt line, 245 
While thus he whirls his Knight o'er all the plain, " 


The fierce deſtroyer of the jetty train ; 
More daring ſchemes in Hermes' thoughts ariſe, 


By ſtealth ſome vent'rous ſtation-to ſurprize. 


Nor at his fide a vengeful foeman ſpies,” * 230 


In front th' embattled Pawns their King ſecure. 235 
Then from the left uproſe the warrior Horſe 
| Of either hoſt; they wheel their doubtful courſe 
This way and that the thickeſt ranks amid, 


His 


] 
1 
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His left Knight wheels around; nor deigns to tay; . _. 250 
Tho many a Pawn preſents a tranſient br; 

$till towards the King he caſts a ſecret eye: 
Reſolv'd at once his every art to * $3 281 
At length he ſtops : and ti6w the wiſh'd for ſet 
The patient Chief obtains: for inſtant fate wall . 
Hangs o'er the King and Tower; that Tek fr | 
Shone to the right, and high o erlook d the war. 
Deep figh'd Latona's Son when warn ' d to bring 


Some ready aid, and fave his threat'ned King: 


For ſtill the fenceleſs Elepliant he ſpies 
Expos'd to death, th' exvilting Horſeman's prize; 


Nor yet from both the rigid laws allow 


To ward at once the meditated blow. 
But ſtill the King demands the firſt relief, 


Tow 'rd the right wing he bears th' affrighted Chief 26 5 
Uproſe the ſable Knight; his ſword he drew, 192 


And ſoon the mighty Elephant o erthre ;; | 
Sad was the loſs, for ne'er except the Queen, nt 4 4 
A Chief more uſeful on the plain was ſeen, 115 U 
In vain you think, enrag'd Apollo cries, 


That unreveng'd my fav'rite warrior dies: 


. c . swift 


And round and round a haſty flight he tries -- 


And here the vengeſe Queen; the poſe commands : 


And ſuch their fury for their Caſtle loſr. 
 Impatient rage Apollo's boſow wm. 
He ftirs his hardy combatants to arms: 


ba ts ». 
( 8 )) | 
swift at his word the Pawns advande their ad; 


Surround the Knjgbty and farm n elaſa blockade z : 


Unuſual terrors in his hraaſt arise 
In vain; for hard th marſhally Phelanx ſtands. 20. 3 0K 


Pierc'd by her id d be yialdy his breath, © 


Pleas'd at the NOI: > aft „ 0: 


With twofold rage the white-clall Heroes burn, 
Their ranks disj pin and nol wing they mow 

Thus when a Bull, whom'loft and'rags wnvite, | i | 
Has rent his bettor harn in ſazgle ficht: A Als e 0d 
He ſeeks the foe, more daſp rate than before,  - ; 1 ont 
His fides and ſwelling neck aue bathed in gore ls; 
The woods around re· echo to the ram. 5 nil ot * S 
duch hopes af vengeance fir'd the white-clad Hoſt, : | 


TIF 


Unſeeling havoc and revenge he breathes, 
And cither Hoſt in wanton ſlaughter bathes: 


18 
- * 
. 
* 


33 
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Intent at once the combat to decide. 


Nor yet did Phœbos ſpy dhe Integtt are. 


She gave th incautious youth, a 3 


The — with 22 a ſafer ſtation ſought, 


„ 
dn can he te dome hoſtile cle W 3 24 
Oft-times to eettain death reſents his o-. | 
Hermes, eaeh ſtroke, nme ehe . * 
In ſure ſucceſſion. from the former riſo : 10 2 
And oft eee eee nagel 3A 


He bids a guarded Pawn. BOG re-“ 


And tempts her — — Suit 04 94 es 


For this he heaves 2 well dillembled groan, TN lie 
And ſeems to wiſh the forcar firoke withdrawn. BL OVS. 
Naw the black Archer tries bis-wity art, ONO tn i 926 * 
Tow'rd the white Queen he pdigts the fatal dart; 


But urg d a Pan unwillintz aa thaq,jj! 1 
Bright Venus ſaw. With grief th' e oil 
From where to Phoebus oppoſite the faty „Hu, 

By pity mov'd to avert; the fad 8 


i 


Alarm'd, confus'd he caſt his eyes around, ER 
And ſoon the Bowman's treacherqus ambuſh ſound: 
Back to his farmer ſeat the Pawn, he brought, . 


C 2 


But Hermes fills.the ſhore-with/dlatitrous cerise, 1 88. 313 
And claims with eager voice the Qusen his prize pt 2801-0 
Th' aſſembled Gods on either hand divide: Os : 
Some favor one, and ſome: thenather den nelle Naa 417 
At length uproſe Apollo from hin ſestz: O f, 03: 7 1h. 
And thus prepares himſelf to vindiente - r C 2 Nee 
* Whence, Son of Maia, this-kecldim;" —— 817 

The incautious hate quiſtake to recti: 14 22 1 155 
, Should raiſe this Farce data for well you. know: 2141 205% 
© No laws as yet fiich licence: flifalbow:: 2d). dw of 71791 Ling 
7. But if, as now, this practice you diſchaiin; 2 24 LY 
c Attend, from henne a novel lay-wheifrache s 1: * S Hi 
Whatever Chief has mov d, of either tram 
* There in the poſt he-choſs,:ſhall fixt- remain, 29 
c * Abide the chante of 8 nor change again,” ab 


So ſpake the wily Youth; the Gods oe» - 2 330 


The well-tim'd ſchemes: but@ll-obſerving Tore © +19 4 b 
Caſt on the Queen of Love af ãugry lex 
Nor Maia's Son perceiv'd the God rebuke. Eid --: 85 1 
Grief at his boſom ſatin filent Wee 
He mourn'd the weeath, ; Juſt raviſh'd from wn broke 335 
Qu} £61508 3916! <£ (U! FF And 
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: And ſcarce withheld his hands ; but long demurrd 


To mix both Armies and d erturn the Board. 110 11 


at length in better mind his arts he tries, J 
And aims by lawleſs ſtealth to gain the prize: 
He bids an Archer, iffuing to the fight, | 
Aſſume the ſtep and ſemblance of a Knight: 
He leapt on high, and to the ſnowy Queen | 
Immediate death denounc'd; nor paſt unſeers 


5 By Phabus' watchful eye the frawmdful ſtroke: 


He ſmil'd, and thus the Gods around befyoke 5 
Tho Hermes Kir in cheft and fraud we know, 
Not unobſerv d this treach'rous ſcheme {hall go. 
* In vain for me, my friend, ſuch ſnares are laid, 
For now reverſe the ſtroke you lately made.” 
Loud peals of laughter thro! the aſſembly ran; 
While conſcious. Hermes, moving back again, 


The treach'rous Bowman towards his former place, 


'Denied. the charge of fraud with well - feign d grace, 
With twofold care Apollo viewid each blow, 01 
Suſpects an ambuſh, and prevents the foe; 
For oft, while leading on his warrior train, 

He whurl'd. his active fingers o'er the plain go he 


3 


Fl 


. - 340 


345 


350 


355. 


And: 


1 
And then, if ever-unobſery' d he might. 
Would bid two chiefs at once „ 155 
Now the white Archer bets his ſtubborn bow, . 
To ſtop the ſable Horſeman's deſtin'd- blow; 
He guards the Paſs the Knight aſpi d to win, 
And thus from danger free preſerves his de. 

Then from the right upriſing here and there 
The ſnowny Elephant provokes the war. nab dib ozihzg 
The white Knight burns ſume daring Poſt to gain, 5 


And ſtops midway between the 5 a. 74 
One fate o erhu HA 


He thought to win; alesy Siamd his YE Te 


With hopes of ſpoil; an Archer, Ae IF + a0 
Reſolv d not. long ſuch rude affront to bear, 1 


Tho death attend the deed: he bende bis horn, 
Ile ſeeks the foe, ah] never to return: 
Deep in the Courſer's ſide the dart was fixt, 
The ftecly weapon with his eptrails mint, 3575 
He falls, and rolls along; convuls d in death 
He paws the air, then ſullen yields his breath. 8 
Struck by a neighbouring Pawn the Archer 2 
Beneath another Pawn the Victor lies; + 


The 


On every ſide the twanging bow-ſtrings found, 


The battle burns around: each mighty tow'r _ 1530 - 
Suſtain'd on high unweildy moves to war: | 


And from the plain the hotſes' hoofs rebound. . 


Both armies meet the foe with equal rage, (11-58 
And croud the field of--fight. © At once ** 385 


The daring Chiefs of either martial train, 
The gathering troops around the fight ſuſtain. 
All j join the war in one promiſcuous: ade, 
And chance and valor o'er: the field Ce. 


Victorious now along the chequer d plain 
They drive the foe; now wheeling back again | 
Purſued they fly; by turns they drive, they yield, h 
The tide of conqueſt fluctuates oer the field. 4 


30 


Thus when the tempeſts from their priſon free, 


Put forth their rapid wings, and ſtir the ſea: - 


Loud roars the flood; with forceful blaſts they ſweep 
The vaſt Atlantic or Iain deep: 


395 


The rolling billows gain upon the coaſt, 

Then back revolving in.the waves are loſt. 

But chief and foremoſt of the warring train, 400 
The white-clad Heroine walks th' enſanguin' d plain. 


A Bowman 


{ 
| 
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Wy 
( 24 ) 
A Bowman firſt, when ruſhing on, ſhe flew; 


And. then retiring back a Tow'r o'erthrew :?: 
Now to the right and now the left ſhe flies, 

And thunders o'er the field; with dread emprize 
She throws her active lance: on either fide. 
The ſable Troops with haſty fear divide. 
Thro' darts, thro' gathering foes ſhe dares to go, 

And ſeeks a glorious death ; the outmoſt row 

Her high undaunted ſpirit ſcarce can ſtay, 
She breaks th' unwilling ranks and burſts "oy ates 
At length the Monarch of the jetty Bands 

His Queen's ſupport in ſuppliant tone demands, 
Fir'd with her Sov'reign's cauſe ſhe quits her ao. . 
Flies to the field, and heads her ſcatter'd Hoſt. 

Who firſt, who laſt, by thee, brave Queen, were dan, 
What ſnowy Chieftains preſs'd the bitter plain. | 
The dying Steeds and Horſemen roll along, 

And Pawns unnumber'd fall the ſlain among, 
From either hoſt ; nor Mars himſelf could ſave St 


His fav'rite Archers from th' ap pointed | grave. 


Ah, who ſuch deeds of dolor can rehearſe, | 


Or ling the fallen Chiefs in equal verſe? 


410 


405 


415 


420 


i ans )) "gy 4 
With undiſtinguiſh'd aim they kill, they wound; 2 
Triumphant laughter ſtalks the Plain around; SANE 425 
Both eager hoſts, unknowing how to yield, 5 
Engage; the falling Ivory ſtrews the field; 
ä For ſtill both Queens, in female armor dreſt, 

Direct their ſpears. againſt each. other's breaſt, | £55 
Reſoly'd, while life remains, the war to wait, 430 
And only quit the field, when fore d by fate. 

Meanwhile both Kings their captive foes confin' d, 

| Deep 1 in a neighbouring pris'n, the Camp behind : 


For fear their. Pris' ners ſhould again advance | 8 2 

To fight, or thoſe that died, revive — 435 

But Thracian Mars, young Hermes firmeſt friend, 

Stood unobſerv'd and * Apollo lean d: 

His active eyes on every fide he roll d, 

To lend the Arcadian Youth what aid he could. 

Two Chiefs by ſtealth he took; a ſable Knight, 440 

And him, that arm'd with arrows, march'd to fight, 

From where they lay o'erturn'd among the ſlain, 

And pla d unſeen upon the Board again: 

They feel their wonted ſtren gth from ſlav'ry freed, 

Once more they weild their arms, and to th aſſault proceed. 445 
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Thus when ſome Colehian, Dame, as/legends tell, 


' Rebuk'd his martial Son: then bade remove 


Has found a corpſe juſt-earth'#;/ with borrid ſpelt +1 
She calls up Hecate, and her hagged clan; Het aged 4 
Then breathes freſh fpirit thro the lifeleſs man: 

He ſees, he ſpeaks, he ſtands erect again,” e hd ee 


And walks once more the ſocial ways of men. | RUG 


Vulcan alone perceiv'd the treach'rous deed, er ob ee 
And leſt ſuperior craft ſhould gain the mes. tup vin ga- 
He bids Apollo well review the field, 
And what his ſelf had ſeen aloud winak't 
The Thracian God grew pale with ſharhe oppreſt, 
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And rage deſerv d Aroſe in Phoebus breaſt. 
To calm their clam'rous wrath,” imp wartial b 


The penſive heroes from th' unlicensd place, 5 460 
Unwind the Game and every ftroke rettace. 


Both Chiefs, alas ! again ſubmit to fate, 
And either hoſt feſum'd its former ſtate. 


But now both Kings with tenfold fury barn, | 
Throughout the ſcatter'd hoſt their Queens in turn 465 
Range far and wide: their poliſh'd arms they ſtain 


In duſt and blood, and ravage all the plain. 
At 
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* 
At length fatigued, one ccmenthm line they choſe, - - 
Defend their Monarchs, andithemfſelyqs!oppoſe. 
But ſee! the Heroine of the-ſhowy. Train 
Leap' d on her ſiſter Foe; nor zeap'd in vain: 
The female warrior elf r the Victor's pride 


Not long the fhining fpbils in peace enjoy d, 


Herſelf was ſlain in turti; an Aro pierc d her fide. 


At once both Arniies tain their eager eyes, 
At once the ſhrieks of female grief ariſe; it 
And while eachibreathleſs' coarſe away they bear, 
Tears ſeem to flow, From ull ſides far and near- 
The troops aſſemble; and their Kings incl, 


Their fears collect, and mutual terror grows. 


Yet ſtill both hoſts a common fate had borne, 
The ſad miſchance of war Alike!thgy mou. FR 
But not as yet the hopes of either train 


Inglorious ſink; for til}; ta both remain 


Some Chiefs unwounded yxt: three Pawns are thine, 1 


Apollo, guardian of the ſable line ie 

With theſe an Archer and @ Caſtle's Pride 
Survive the fatal fray; on Hermes' ſide 

D 2 . hn 41S -. 


470 


1475 


485 
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As many more eſcap d their (fellows fate, 

All but the luckleſs Elephant; ho late 490 

Felt deep a deadly arrow in his breaſt, i Fol 

While fixt at home he ſought inglorious reſt. 

But ſtill the ſable Kingc had fav'd a Knight, Nine as 

| Which ſtood the guardian of th exhauſted right 11 

War, cruel war had all the reſt deſtroy d, Akt aw 4 

Thin d the ſad ranks and left the Table "RY Ned: 
All hopes of conqueſt Hermes now feſigns, 

He mourns his captive Chiefs, and broken Lines: 

Nor yet retires from fight, with ſurer care 


He moves his hopeleſs remnant of the war, . 00 500 
If haply yet the fates their aid might give, | 
And after all his loſs the game retreivez | | 4 


Een to the laſt with firm reſolve he waits, 
And every way to miſchief meditates. 
Apollo, now ſucceſsful, vaunts aloud, 505 
And ſtirs thi unequal fight. In fallen mood 
The chiefs and troops appear; with numbers rare 
The ranks are peopled, and the camp left bare. 
Both widow'd Kings their vacant bed bemoan, 
Both hate alike an undivided Throne: 510 
a And 


0) 
And tho their former love unchang d abide, 
Fate urges on to chooſe another Bride. 
Firſt the white King invites the female train, 
Once the firm guardians of their Miſtreſs ſlain, 
To ſhare the royal Bed; in mad deſpair, * 
soon as their flaughter'd Queen forſook the war, 
They courted danger from the ſable foe, 
Reſoly'd by death their ſteady zeal to ſhow. 
But leſt a Virgin of leſs generous fame 
Her Sov'reign's Love, and bridal Bed ſhould claim, 
What ſpirit warms each breaſt the Monarch tries, 
And bids ſuperior merit bear the prize. 
He bids them ſtrive to paſs the watchful foe, 
Break thro' the ranks and reach the fartheſt row : 
For none muſt hope to gain, their Monarch's Bed 
Such was the Law to which both Kings dere 
But ſhe, who ruſhing thro' th' oppoſing hoſt, 
Should gain the outmoſt Line, the royal Poſt, 
Ambitious hope inſpir d each female heart, 


All for the glorious goal with tranſport ſtart: 
But one with ſwifter ſtep ſurpaſs'd the reſt, 
A nearer proſpect warm'd her daring breaſt; 


ory 


820 


e 
On the third line ſhe:mov'd with rapid pace 


Tow'rds the right wing; the reſt gave up the chace. dtn 2. 
Onward ſhe flies to gain the glorious meedd. 333 


That thought gave tenfold vigor to her ſpeed: g tn eon 
And now no fence remains to guard the way, . 02 
Nor did the ſablo King her paſſage ſtay i- boots zh nook” 
His ſelf too weary of the life he leds. 
Sought a new Miſtreſs for his vacant Bec. $46 
By turns the Pawns advance with haſty ftrides, © Il zug 
Each from her rival foe one rank divides e ger e ak! 
Yet by one ſtep was Maia's Son too ler 

For now the white-clad Virgin gain'd her feat, OOTY Gather 


The glorious Prize; her foes ſhe paſt between, 65645 
Then fix d her footſteps on the fartheſt Line. 1 U 45548 
At once the ſnowy Monareh bids prepare 
The Crown, the Sceptre, and imperial Chair, u 1. 2663 25: a 211% 
Which once gave luftre to his former Queen; 

Then call'd with. joy the peerleſs Heroine z ʒo 
To love and nuptial rites with eager cries 22 | 
Her hoſt exults and loud the black defies, ln ot HA 


Tears flow'd down Hermes' cheek, with deep lament 


He mourn'd his fate, and well-wrought garments rent. 


3 


One 


6 * 

One ſtep alone remain d; and that once paſt, 
The fable Pawn had gain 'd her point at laſt; 

But the fierce Elephant the rank commands, 

And threatning death along the table ſtands: 

Secure from harm he guards the fartheſt Line, 
And check d the fearful Virgin's laſt deſign. 
Proud of the dignity, which late ſhe found. 

The female Warrior ſcatter d death around. 

With royal love and fortune's gifts elate, 

She flies like lightning to the field of fate: 
O'er the black Camp her rapid courſe ſhe bears, 565 
Een heaven alarm'd her deſp rate valor fears. 

Far from her ſpear the ſable Chieftains ſhrink, 0 
Beneathe the gaping earth they wiſh to ſink: 

This way and that- with trembling haſte they throng 


555 


560 


To let the thundering Heroine paſs along. 115 570 
Fear joins them all in one collective band, 

The Ranks they cloſe, and round their Monarch ſtand. 
Thus when a Wolf invades the ſcatter 'd kine, 

All fear his fury, and each other join: bg 

The lordly Bull's aſſiſtance they require, 


And ſcorn, by him ſupported, to retire: 


With 


1 
With clatr ring horns'defiance loud they bring, -- 
The groves and vallies to their bellowings ring 
The furious Queen along the Table drives 
The miniſh'd hoſt; but chief of all ſhe ſtrives 586 
To feize the King: around the regal Chair 
She bears her rude alarms. Now here, now there 
She guides her ſteps, and but her eager mind 
O'er- look d the advantage which ſhe ſought to find, 
One ſtroke had fix'd the ſable M onarch's fate, 
And Hermes mourn'd the loſs he ſpied too late. 
For had ſhe ſeiz d at once the ſnowy Square 
| On the fourth Line, that ſtep had clos d the war, 
There might ſhe find the Monarch all expos d, 


585 


Nor ought the fatal enterprize oppos d. 390 
The Son of Maia ſpied the danger near, 
And while his boſom heav'd with doubtful fear, 

He bids Apollo haſte, and artful tries 
(If yet the Foe might overlook the prize) 
To hurry on the ſtroke: his long delay 595 


He blames with feign'd impatience ; © thus to ſtay 
He cries, might well awake Apollo's ſhame ; | 


« Slow as you are, my readier * you blame; 
| * Whence 


1 en 

L Whence comes this tireſome tardineſs; 3 13 
0 Perhaps you ſtay, till night the unn 600 
Stung by reproof, be bids a Pawn advance, et e 
| Oferlook'd his Queen,: and: paſs'd the profferd chance. 
Young 1 Hermes hails his well deſervd ſucceſs, | 
And moves his Monarch from the dang'rous Wet 
To ſtop the furious Queet!'s unſafe career, 01. 7 60 5 
He bids the willing Knight; in front appear. I 

Next on the Tow'r he forths à bold delign; 
| For ſtill the female Pawn alpires. in vain | Els 10 C 204 
To ſhare her Sov'reign's Bed; withi eonſtant care "Ah. 
The Tow" r o'erlooks, and guards the dein d Square. 610 
Sent from a bow, he felt the fatal ſteel, * 
And low to earth th indignant Monſter fell; 
With j joy the Pawn the unguirded Paſs clpicd; 
And while his utmoſt {kill Apollo tried - 
To incloſe the fable King, ſhe reach'd, unſeen, T 61 5 


The end of all her toils, and mob d a Queen. 
And now both Kings agaiti för fight prepare, 
And ſend their fecond Brides to rouze the war. 
But though the ſcale of conqueſt {ill remain 
In equal poiſe, and either holt maintain 3 
E Their 
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( 34 )) 5 
Their hopes Alike," yet Maia's'treach'r u hre 
(As tho' the battle were already . * 
Affects an artful j joy: with well-feign'd' lice 


He bids his troops in certain hope rejoice : "= 
Then feigns a triump oer tht aſtoniſh'd FI r 625 


And aims by fraud to bring their courge low. 


Apollo ſoon his childiſh art diſcern'd; 
Rebuk'd the boaſting: Youth, and: thus retarn'd. | 


Not yet, my friend, has fortune ard the game, 


* And yet your eager ſhouts "ſac woceſs proclaini: 241. 630 
* Then when ſure So queſt & ſhall: 5 vor efforts crown, | 


a4 SE 


< Infult my fortune and-applaud 1 Your: Own. 
This hand, howe' er, een make your roaſing vain.” 


He ſpake, and mov 'd his Queen to war again. 5 | 


At "ure with deſp rate is rage thy, aſſault deri, FE p 05 535 
Alike to conqueſt Ether! hoſt inclines. - 2 , By 3 22 Pre a 


- 


All ruſh alike on danger ; pallid Fear MED 1 5 


Stalks o'er the field, and Death brings up the rear. 


Each ſingles out his man, and- all oppoſe 


The common Fate: one while they drive their foes 640 


Back from the poſt they ſeiz d; content to ſave 
Themſelves, their Monarch from the threat ned grave. 
Now 


{583 
*«: 
| Now gathering ſtrength a bolder war they wage, 


And ſtorm the hoſtile camp with dauntleſs rage: 


Their tranſient hopes are rais d and fink by turns, 


Each anxious breaſt with fond impatience * 
The female Warrior of the ſable train, 185 
With unreſiſted havoc fills the plain; . 


Nor did the ſnowy Queen her rage prevent, : 


By ſecret paths ſhe ſought, the Monarch's tent: 


In vain the luckleſs Guards aſſiſtante bring. 
She burſts thro' every Paſs; the fable King 
confeſt his fears; her trembling Lord to ſcreen 
In deep diſtreſs, uproſe the; watchful Queen. 
Soon as ſhe ſpied the daring Foe from far 
E'en to the tall Pavilion bear the war, 

She left in haſte the conqusſt half compleat, 


And flew like lightning tow'rds her Monarch's ſeat : 


Reſolv'd to die, if yet to die might give 
Her King and tott ring country to ſurvive. 


But now a worſe miſchance the fates decree, 
The fatal lot, Apollo, falls to thee. 


For Hermes whirrd his Horſeman here and 1 
With dubious march, and held the field in fear. 
:;:+& i 
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The ſnowy * and his hapleſs Queen: 


( 36 ) * 
Furious he bounds along; nor ſtops his pace, 124 * 10 
Till unoppos d he Seim d the with'd for place: 
Tbere the bold Chief triumphant ſtood between 


Oer both at ones his ative kirice he Hoh 8111 
One, only one could ſcape the fatal trekte 
With grief Apollo ſaw the rear ned blow, , 
He ſigh'd, he wept; and tears began to flour: 01 rer 
For all his force and all his hopes were loſt, | 
And every ſcheme by ruthleſs fottune croſt. 
With burſts of triumpli Hermes Tenckng bern. 
Receives with traniport what che Geds had f 48700 trnd 
Freſh vigor ran Oer all his finking breaft; tor 
His eager thought already graſp'd the reſt. 

Beneathe his force the gallant Heroine dies, Ir 

Her trophied Arms remain the ViRtor's Pit: 650 
baren by the vengeful King the Knight was ſlain, 

The loſs how great, che recompenſe how mean! nat 121 

Apollo till the tedious fight maintain 'd, 
And chas'd deſpair away; two Pawns remain'd; . 
With theſe, the Cod of Battles firft delight,  * _ 685 
An Archer form'd the remnant of the White, ( 


4 


With theſe the ſnowy King renews the fight. 


1 9 
More daithg ſtill from adverſe fate they ſeem ;. 


With trembling zeal their-fainting King they hem. ini iow 


All aid, alas and all defence, was vain, 

The foe drew near, and ſwept the vacant plain, 
On every fide the Queen her thunder pours, 
And round and round the Monarch's poſt explores. 
Nor ſtopt her arm, till now the fatal ſword 


Had vanquiſh'd all defence, and ſtript the Board 


Of every ſnowy Chief: of aid bereft; 
Alone, unarm'd th' unhappy King was left, 


Thus when Aurora brings the dawning day, 
The fading ſtars retire and melt * 


Venus alone emits her filver rays, - - 
Then finks at laſt amid ſuperior blaze. 


But tho his deſp'rate ſtate no hopes afford, 
Not yet the ſnowy Monarch quits the Board: 


One chance alone remains; he tries to meet 
Amidſt incloſing foes a laſt retreat, N 
There where no danger ſnould his breaſt affright 


Nor yet a ſquare remam fecure for flight: 


For when from danger free, the Monarch ftands, 
While every ſeat aroun the foe commands; 
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And 


119 

And ſtops his ſafe retreat; in vain at laſt aN 710 

Such mighty toils has either hoſt ſurpaſt; oy 
For none the Prize of Victory ſhall bear, 

Nor either King the Conqueror s laurel wear. 

Th' unhappy Chief to gain ſuch . retreat ; 47.5 


_ 


This way and that directs his dowbþt4 Fl frets 776 
Ph $750 BY % 
Still the black King puri ug | Mutious ſtep, 


And leaves one paſſage for tie foe to eil bases | i 
When rugger, to reach the outmoſt Line 
He ſpied chert s Chi, he bids his Queen l= 


we W 


Seize on + the ſecond) Ranks. for that OS - 012477 21720 
e r fathet Wight re remain'd.” Hupf rr 


N car, 1 more near the ſable Monarch, den, 


on the laſt Rank the flying Chieftain flew ;- E] 
But ftill one Line their hoſtile ſteps divides . OTF ”p = 


vr 


One on the laſt, and one the fixth abides. * 5:15 % "Buy 


When nom ho farkher flight the board {How's N 
And face to face the. 155 { Monarchs ſtood, © 
At once the Queen affum abe corner cquare, 


And all the Line lay open to her ſpear. 8 
No place for flight remain'd; her ruthleſs . 1 rt 730 
(While peals of acclamation ſhook the ſtrand) ) 7 — 11 


* 
4 


Tore in the proftrate King his life away, 
And fix'd the fortune of the well-fought day. 
His {kill ſuperior Hermes vaunts aloud, 


And laughing rude inſults the vanquiſh d ; 
Whom thus victorious in the mimic field » 
Th Mighty Father call'd, and gave 2 wield 
The pow'rful Wand, which calls the gentle Ghoſt 
From Styx book wave, when all its crimes * loſt, 
And purg'd away by fire; which dooms to pains 


Each guilty ſoul, and everlaſting chains: 
Which now gives Nleep to men, and Now denies, 


| And cloſes up for 7 dying eyes, 4 


But ſoon with unimparted knowledge tir'd, 


To man this beauteous Game the God transferr'd ; 


Firſt to th' Italian ſwains he taught the play, 
The laws and manner of the mimic fray. 


For-once, as Fame reports, his force compreſs'd 


The beauteous Scacchis, fair above the reſt, 
The nymphs of Serius' ſtream ; what time ſhe fed 
Her milk-white Swans beſide the flow'ry mead. 
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gave * of different hues an ivory bod 
© (Some ſmall return for Migin honor laſt ) eth B' har. 
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